
Finalists (unfunded) from Grantmaking Round 4

1. Name of collaborative: Agroecological Food in Public Schools of Brazil: Research for the 
advancement of agroecology in the 10 years of the National Public School Feeding Program (PNAE 
in Portuguese) of Brazil. 
Lead Organization: Articulação Nacional De Agroecología (ANA).
Partner Organizations: ANA is a network of civil society organizations of consumers, scientists, 
farmers, and many others.
Location(s): Brazil
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: The project aims to advance the debate about the role of the state in strengthening family 
farming and agroecology, education and health policies, and public food supply programs. It will 
mainly focus on the PNAE (Public School feeding program of Brazil), which procures agroecological 
food produced by family farmers for school meals. The project will carry out research, systematization 
of successful experiences in public procurement of agroecological produce, and prepare a policy 
document to influence the PNAE. It will advocate for the procurement from family farms for schools of 
two municipalities of Minas Gerais (one in Belo Horizonte and one in Rio Pardo de Minas). ANA will 
also carry out a national conference on agroecology and school meals.

2. Name of collaborative: Instituto Agroecologico Latinoamericano-IALA Mesoamerica
Lead Organization: IALA, Mesoamerica
Partner Organizations: IALA Mesoamerica is an initiative of 27 organizations of La Via Campesina 
(LVC) of the Central American region.
Location(s): Central America
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary:  The collaborative will promote interdisciplinary training and education on agroecology for 
youth and members of farmers organizations. It will also support movement building. The courses will 
highlight not just agroecology theory but also gender/peasant feminism, and practical training 
combined with work in local communities and community organizations. The IALA is part of the 
network of agroecology schools started by various farmers organizations in Latin America. 

3. Name of collaborative: Scaling up Agroecology Through Training and Building Lighthouses: A 
strategic alliance between SOCLA, farmers’ organizations (including La Via Campesina –CLOC) and 
other key organizations
Lead Organization: SOCLA (Latin American Scientific Society on Agroecology in English)
Partner Organizations: A collaboration of various organizations specializing in research, as well as 
farmers organizations, and other NGOs.
Location(s): The Americas
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: Rural social movements have adopted agroecology as a transformative science that 
supports their struggle towards food sovereignty. Even though their socio-political discourse is quite 
sophisticated, it is not always reflected in concrete practices in the field. There is a need to support 
farmers’ organizations to translate agroecological principles into practical strategies so that they can 
be widely disseminated and expanded. SOCLA will mobilize about 20 researchers, technicians and 
professors in four countries (Colombia, Chile, Paraguay and Nicaragua) to engage in a major 
collaborative capacity building effort to train farmers linked to farmers’ organizations on theory and 
practices of agroecology covering technical and agronomic aspects, complemented by social, 
economic and policy dimensions. The researchers will work with farmers to create concrete 
successful agroecological modules (could be existing successful farms or created lighthouses) that 
showcase on the ground the potential impacts of applying agroecology in the design of farming 
systems as a key strategy to amplify agroecology. 



4. Name of collaborative: Colectivo Agroecologico de Ecuador
Lead Organization: Colectivo Agroecologico de Ecuador
Partner Organizations: More than 20 organizations- farmers, consumers, environmental, and others 
Location(s): Ecuador
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: The collaborative will expand agroecology in Ecuador. It has various strategies- such as 
promoting agroecology through consumer awareness among fifty thousand new families. The 
collective will establish a network of public communicators who will use social networks and other 
media like radio to reach a wide audience. They will support two regional agroecological markets to 
strengthen the integration of farmers to markets and provide chemical free food to consumers. They 
will encourage farmer-to-farmer partnerships through a network of at least 10 restaurants that 
disseminate and promote health and agroecology. They will also promote training, research and 
participatory agroecological innovation through peasant schools and seed banks and will train 40 local
youth facilitators as motors of change in their territories.

5. Name of collaborative: Assembly of Indigenous Peoples for Food Sovereignty (APISAAC)
Lead Organization: APISAAC
Partner Organizations:  Jittoa Bat Natika Weria in Sonora, Unity of Indigenous and Peasant Force 
(UFIC AC), Integrated Rural Development Project Vicente Guerrero AC
Location(s): Mexico
Amount requested: 60,000 USD
Summary: The collaborative will create space for training, advice, and exchange of experiences, 
knowledge and practical knowledge of the indigenous peoples of Mexico to defend, promote and 
preserve biodiversity and food sovereignty. They will work with peasant and indigenous communities 
and mainly young men and women from northern, central, and southern Mexico. They will also work 
with seeds and promote the conservation, preservation, improvement and use of native seeds, and 
will create seed sanctuaries. 

6. Name of collaborative: Our Land Our Business (OLOB)
Lead Organization: The Oakland Institute
Partner Organizations: Our Land Our Business (OLOB) is a multi-continental campaign of over 280 
civil society organizations
Location(s): Global
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: The OLOB network combines meticulous research, strong advocacy campaign, 
grassroots mobilization, and effective communications strategy around a common target – the World 
Bank – the most powerful driver of the global push for industrial agriculture and pro corporate and 
foreign investment dependent development paradigm.  The campaign was initiated with a focus on 
the Doing Business (DB) and Enabling the Business of Agriculture (EBA) ranking systems, managed 
by the Bank and financed by several Western countries and the Gates Foundation. OLOB is exposing
and denouncing the impacts and the threats of this agenda while promoting local, ecologically-
managed family farming, and community-based food and seed systems. The campaign showcases 
the success of agroecological practices and vitality of family farming as the way to address the key 
challenges faced by the world.

7. Name of collaborative: Growing Agroecology in the Belly of the Beast
Lead Organization: North American Agroecology Forum
Partner Organizations:  Rural Coalition (RC), The HEAL Food Alliance (Health, Environment, 
Agriculture, Labor),The Agroecology Research-Action Collective (ARC)
Location(s):  USA
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: Our agroecology collaboration connects one historic grassroots based coalition (Rural 
Coalition, RC) that has led grassroots-based efforts in the United States for equitable and sustainable 
agriculture systems for almost four decades with two emerging coalitions. The first (HEAL Food 
Alliance) focuses on building political power for food systems transformation, and the second 



(Agroecology Research-Action Collective, ARC) joins together university-based researchers 
advancing agroecological research in partnership with
frontline groups. This collaboration aims to strengthen the participatory development and promotion of
public policies to advance and fortify local agroecological-based food systems across the United 
States in the context of a powerful, entrenched industrial agricultural system. These policies will give 
voice to US-based agroecologists while seeking fundamental reform of this system.

8. Name of collaborative: Amplifying Agroecology in the West African Sahel: Strengthening Farmer-
to-Farmer spread, Women’s Empowerment, Nutrition and Advocacy
Lead Organization: Groundswell International 
Partner Organizations: Association Nourrir Sans D.truire (ANSD), Agrecol Afrique, Sahel Eco, The 
Center for Indigenous Knowledge and Organizational Development (CIKOD).
Location(s): Sahel, Africa
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: The collaborative will build upon and expand seven years of close collaboration between 
five organizations, and their network of allies, to support and strengthen: farmer-led innovation and 
spread of agroecology (AE); farmer managed natural regeneration of trees (FMNR); the 
empowerment of women; AE and nutrition linkages; and movement building and advocacy for 
enabling policies.  After working to create a strong base of farmer-led AE, FMNR and bottom-up 
advocacy in four West African countries, the collaborative won a $1 million grant from the Global 
Resilience Program in 2015 for an initiative called Agroecology Plus Six (AE+6). AE+6 is a pilot for a 
low cost, systems-approach to strengthen AE and resilience strategies that can spread and be 
adapted to meet the needs of over 12 million small scale farmers who are vulnerable to hunger and 
food insecurity in the risk prone, dryland areas of the western Sahel. Rather than just promote one 
element, AE+6 has developed a “proof of concept” that addresses multiple elements for systems 
change to support the transformation of social, agro-ecosystems in the drylands of the Sahel to build 
resilience to climate change and other shocks, improve food sovereignty, food security, nutrition, and 
wellbeing. 

9. Name of collaborative: Fishnet Alliance
Lead Organization: Fishnet Alliance
Partner Organizations: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance (SDCEA), Health of 
Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF)
Location(s): Nigeria, South Africa
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: SDCEA and HOMEF are grassroots advocacy groups working in South Africa and Nigeria
respectively. Both groups have special focus on the negative impacts of extractive industry activities 
on the health of the environment and local communities, particularly their impact on the livelihoods of 
farmers and fishermen around the coastlines. Up to 70 per cent of the African population engage in 
farming and/or fishing for support and sustenance of local economies. These occupations are highly 
impacted by extractive activities such as mining and crude oil/gas extraction. This collaborative is 
aimed at building resistance to the impact of oil, gas, and other mineral extractive activities on the 
livelihoods of fishermen in South Africa and Nigeria. It aims to drive in the concept of agroecology in 
the respective regions of work through rigorous trainings and advocacy. i.e. the freedom of farmers 
within the coastal regions and beyond to practice farming in ways that are sustainable without the 
interference of harmful chemicals.

10. Name of collaborative: Civil Society Organization Oil Palm Working Group (CSO-OPWG)
Lead Organization: CSO-OPWG
Partner Organizations: Foundation for Community Initiatives, Save My Future Foundation, Social 
Entrepreneurs for Sustainable Development, Green Advocates International, Rights and Rice 
Foundation (RRF), Sustainable Development Institute
Location(s): Liberia
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: The Civil Society Organization Oil Palm Working Group (CSO-OPWG) is a coalition of 
Liberian civil society organizations working to support community rights in the oil palm sector. The aim
of this group is to ensure that there is a unified voice campaigning for legal reforms in the industrial 



agriculture sector of Liberia with particular focus on the oil palm sector. Key activities of the CSO-
OPWG focus on ensuring that local customary rights to people’s lands and resources are respected, 
protected and secured; promoting environmental justice; protecting Liberia’s rainforest from 
destruction; and ensuring equitable benefit sharing for customary communities.

11. Name of collaborative: Network for Sustainable and Inclusive Development Network for 
Sustainable Development and Solidarity (REDDSOL)
Lead Organization: REDDSOL
Partner Organizations:  Young Farmers Association of Casamance (AJAC), The Regional Directory 
of Women in Livestock (DIRFEL), Forum for Endogenous Sustainable Development (FODDE), THE 
KAFO FEDERATION, The Regional Committee of Solidarity of Women for Peace in Casamance / 
USOFORAL, Institute for Agricultural Research (ISRA)
Location(s): Senegal, Guinea
Amount Requested: $100,000
Summary: The REDDSOL is an inter-country program on agroecology.  It helps producers adapt to 
ecological farming practices in Senegal and Guinea Bissau. Through this collaborative, REDDSOL 
will 1) Make an inventory of missing or endangered indigenous plant species which play an important 
role in food, feed and traditional medicine 2)Test knowledge and agro-ecological practices to 
regenerate these species in their environment, taking into account ethno-cultural dimension of the 
local flora and climate change 3) Capitalize on the experiences of five network member organizations 
for agro-ecological practices 4) Organize an international meeting to share knowledge on 
agroecology. 

12. Name of collaborative: The Empower Pasifika Project: promoting self-reliance in indigenous 
food health, family farming and rural livelihoods among Pacific communities.
Lead Organization: Save PNG Inc. (SPNG)
Partner Organizations: More than 7 organizations in the Pacific islands
Location(s): Pacific islands
Amount Requested: $ 100,000 
Summary: The Empower Pasifika project lead by Save PNG Inc., works to improve family health and 
climate impacts by increasing nutrition, traditional garden productivity and sustainable agricultural for 
rural populations in the Pacific. Our project educates Pacific Islanders about how to safe guard their 
households against poor diets, lifestyle diseases and industrialized farming threats by sharing local 
innovations in indigenous culinary practices, appropriate farming technologies and maintaining food 
gardens for health and wealth. In collaboration with our regional partners, Save PNG will produce a 
training tool kit complete with an educational audio-video series, facilitator’s guide and study booklet. 
This Information, Communications and Technology (ICT) resource will be disseminated to Pacific 
audiences in Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia through television and radio broadcasts, social 
media networks and peer education trainings. 

13. Name of collaborative: Navdanya Trust
Lead Organization:  Navdanya Trust
Partner Organizations: More than 15 organizations and networks at the national and international 
level
Location(s): North India
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary:  The project aims at strengthening the collaborative’s work on amplifying agroecology as a
solution to malnutrition and hunger through dialogues between practitioners, policy makers and 
elected leaders. The collaborative will build upon ‘Organic Himalaya’ - Thimphu Declaration 2014’. 
The Thimphu declaration was the result of a 3-day International Conference on Organic and 
Ecological Agriculture in Mountain Ecosystems jointly organized by Navdanya, IFOAM, Millennium-
Institute, and the Government of Bhutan from 5th to 8th March 2014. The policy dialogues will scale-
up agroecology in 5 Indian states. At the global level, Navdanya International will work to strengthen 
the seed freedom and agroecology network through the organisation of an international convergence 
and meetings with practitioners for sharing agroecological knowledge and practice. Two workshops 
will be organized at the UN during the General Assembly on ‘Zero Hunger & Agroecology’.



14. Name of collaborative: Farmers in development 2.0
Lead Organization: Federation of Organic Development BIO-KG
Partner Organizations: Network of Organic Aimaks, the Civil Alliance for Improving Nutrition and 
Food Security in the Kyrgyz Republic (CA), Mountain Agroecosystems Action Network (MAAN), Local 
self-governing bodies, The Ministry of Agriculture
Location(s): Kyrgyz Republic
Amount Requested: $150,000
Summary: The overall goal of the collaboration is to show in practice the benefits and advantages of 
sustainable agriculture with organic agro-technologies and share the experience and lessons learned 
to replicate the model all over the country. The collaborative will be implemented in close 
collaboration with organic aymaks (groups of farmers in specific villages conducting organic 
agriculture), stakeholders (public society, platforms for addressing and discussing advocacy 
messages and local governments) and local governments.

15. Name of collaborative: ARC2020 (Agricultural and Rural Convention) in partnership with IPES-
Food and Agroecology Europe.
Lead Organization: ARC2020 
Partner Organizations: IPES-Food and Agroecology Europe
Location(s): EU
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: Since 2016, IPES-Food has led the ‘Towards a Common Food Policy’ process, to identify 
what tools would be required to deliver sustainable food systems in Europe. ARC2020 has been 
involved in the ‘Policy
Labs’ organised by IPES-Food as part of this process. These labs will provide policy 
recommendations on how to develop integrated sustainable food policies in Europe, in preparation for
the EU Parliament elections of 2019. A second circle of partners will include specific European and 
national NGOs, farmers’ organisations and rural networks on advocacy and communication. In this 
respect, ARC2020 delivers activities that other NGOs could probably not deliver alone but could 
achieve collectively for greater impact. Those specific partnerships will be detailed later on but would 
include farmers’ networks involved in agroecology in main EU countries such as France and 
Germany.

16. Name of collaborative: Land for Agroecology in Europe
Lead Organization: Terre de Liens 
Partner Organizations: Several food and farm related organizations across Europe
Location(s): EU
Amount Requested: $200,000
Summary: The collaborative’s organisations are united by a common thrust: realising food 
sovereignty and pushing for Agroecological farming systems, both at grassroots and policy level. 
Access to land is key both to enable the continuation of peasant farming, and to renew farmers’ 
generations. It is therefore a cornerstone of a European transition towards agroecological farming. 
This proposal is focused on growing the movement to secure land for agroecological farming in 
Europe. The collaborative’s organisations have all worked on the issue, from various perspectives, in 
the past 5-10 years. The time is now ripe for them to join forces and consolidate their work. Through 
closer collaboration, they aim to: 1- Strengthen grassroots movements, • 2- Advocate for system 
change, based on their practical experience, • 3- Highlight access to land strategies and solutions as 
a key element of system change towards agroecology. 


